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QUESTION

Is it offensive to be told that
you are sinful?



HOLY HELL:

Week 1: Harmatology

SESSION 1

Part III: Strings

Part II: Building blocks

Part I: Intro and Overture

Hh

Part IV: Doctrine



OVERTURE

SALVATION IS
HERE:

What really is salvation and
how we describe and discuss
it?

HEAVEN:

Salvation isn't a small thing
or even momentary, it's an
eternal work: So what is it
Christ saves us too?

HELL:

Not all are saved. What do we
know happens to those who
are not?



INTRO

Hh



INTRO

What doctrine Is:
Cartagrophy and landscape

Limit:
Is and is not

How we build doctrine:
Reduce to a foundation, build,
annalyze, build.

INTRODUCTION TO
DOCTRINE

Hh



PART 2

The word's our authors
choose help to paint a
portrait of a biblical
worldview.

PART II: BUILDING
BLOCKS

Hh



used over 600X
Most often
translated "evil"
It means
something
"contrary to God's
nature."

RÂ-ÂH

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Genesis 2:17

1 John 1:5

“...but you must not eat from
the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil, for when you
eat from it you will certainly
die.”

This is the message we have
heard from him and proclaim
to you, that God is light, and in
him is no darkness at all.



used over 300x
Most often
translated "sin" or
"offense."
It carries the
implication that
something needs to
be punished.

CHA-TTÂ-ÂH 

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Genesis 4:7

John 9:2

"If you do what is right, will
you not be accepted? But if
you refuse to do what is right,
sin is crouching at your door; it
desires you,b but you must
master it.”

"His disciples asked him,
'Rabbi, who sinned, this man
or his parents, that he was
born blind?'"

https://biblehub.com/bsb/genesis/4.htm#fn


used over 250x
Most often
translated as
"wicked."
It implies that
something is
"morally wrong."

RÂSHÂ

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Exodus 23:1

2 Peter 1:5

"IYou shall not spread a false
report. You shall not join
hands with a wicked man to
be a malicious witness.

"Now for this very reason also,
applying all diligence, in your
faith supply moral excellence,
and in your moral excellence,
knowledge,"



used over 200x
Most often
translated "iniquity."
It points to
something as being
perverted or
"crooked."

`ÂVÔN

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Genesis 19:15

Ephesians 2:3

"And when the morning arose,
then the angels hastened Lot,
saying, Arise, take thy wife, and
thy two daughters, which are
here; lest thou be consumed in
the iniquity of the city."

"Actually, all of us were like them
and lived according to our natural
desires, doing whatever suited the
wishes of our own bodies and
minds. In our natural condition we,
like everyone else, were destined
to suffer God's anger."



used over ~100x
Most often
translated as
"transgression."
It highlights a
rebellious element.

PESHA`
(PASHA VERB)

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Leviticus 16:21

Ephesians 5:6

"And Aaron shall lay both his hands
on the head of the live goat, and
confess over it all the iniquities
(avon) of the people of Israel, and all
their transgressions, all their sins.
And he shall put them on the head
of the goat and send it away into the
wilderness by the hand of a man
who is in readiness."

"Now for this very reason also,
applying all diligence, in your
faith supply moral excellence,
and in your moral excellence,
knowledge,"



used over 30x
Most often
translated "guilty."
It signifies an
"ignorant offense."

'ÂSHAM

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Leviticus 4:22

Hebrew 10:26

When a leader sins
unintentionally and does what
is forbidden in any of the
commands of the LORD his
God, when he realizes his guilt.

For if we go on sinning deliberately
after receiving the knowledge of
the truth, there no longer remains
a sacrifice for sins,



used 50x
Most often
translated "to stray."
It highlights the
effect one has on
another.

TÂ`ÂH

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Genesis 21:14

Matthew 24:24

Early the next morning Abraham took
some food and a skin of water and gave
them to Hagar. He set them on her
shoulders and then sent her off with
the boy. She went on her way and
wandered in the Desert of Beersheba.

For false christs and false prophets
will arise and perform great signs
and wonders, so as to lead astray, if
possible, even the elect.



used 21x
Most often
translated as "to
stray."
The use of the word
shâgâh usually
reflect unintentional
consequence

SHÂGÂH

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Isaiah 53:6

1 Peter 2:25

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have turned—every one—to his
own way; and the Lord has laid on
him the iniquity of us all.

For you were straying like
sheep, but have now returned
to the Shepherd and Overseer
of your souls.



A SHIFT IN
VOCABULARY
Hebrew:

Greek: 

8 Words ~ 1700x

2 words - 197x

BUILDING
BLOCKS PART 2



used 174x
Most often
translated as "sin."
It signifies any kind
of "offense."

'AMARTIA

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Romans 4:7

Saying, Blessed are
they whose
iniquities are
forgiven, and
whose sins are
covered.

BUILDING
BLOCKS PART 2



used 23x
Most often
translated as "to
error."
A more wooden
translation would be
"to fall."

PARAPTMA

BUILDING
BLOCKS

Matthew 6:14

For if you forgive men
their trespasses, your
heavenly Father will
also forgive you:

BUILDING
BLOCKS PART 2



QUESTION

Did any of these depictions of
sin stick with you?



PART 3

Connecting the Puzzle
Pieces 

PART III: STRINGS
THAT CONNECT

Hh



STRINGS THAT
CONNECT

UNDERSTANDING SIN:
AGENCY

From Universal to Personal

The Tree of the "knowledge of good and evil"
presents us with our first understanding of sin as râ-
âh (that which is outside of God's character).
The Serpent brings in the second component of sin
in the word Pesha` (Rebellion).
And finally, the effect of sin is a `âvôn (perversion or
twisting) that affects all of creation, including even
the heart of man.

In Genesis 3, we see the fall of humanity and from the
Hebrew vocabulary, we see this concept tied to three
key ideas:



STRINGS THAT
CONNECT

UNDERSTANDING SIN:
INTENT

The fallout of `âvôn

With a crooked heart, some of our sins are
unintentional and come from ignorance: 'âsham
That intentional or not, we could  error into (that
which is not of God's character or design) with
aimless tâ`âh (wondering astray)
And that our heart itself could act with hostility
toward God, leading to willful 'âsham (acts of
disobedience or offenses)

The Hebrew mindset understood not only the
brokenness of creation; but also the ways it could
play out differently:



STRINGS THAT
CONNECT

UNDERSTANDING SIN:
CONSEQUENCES 

the butterfly effect

Not only was the world in a state of brokeness
(`âvôn),
Not only could I destroy my life and this world with
acts of sin(Cha-ttâ-âh & râshâ?),
But others could also push me toward sin, affect my
life with their sin, and I could hurt others with my sin
(shâgâh)

The consequences of Genesis 3 are massive and the
way it spread through creation is multifaceted:



QUESTION

Is it possible to save yourself?



PART 4

UNDERSTANDING SIN:
STATE AND ACTION

Total Depravity
The spread of sin could not be set right with earthly
measures and my participation was both inevitable
and an inherited state from the Genesis 3 onward.

We were completely helpless, unable to save
ourselves. The solution to sin then, had to come
from something that was completly other,
something beyond the created world, something
free of sin and its effects.

We call this idea "Total Depravity."



SALVATION
BUILDING

BLOCKS

EDEN

 

Damnation



DISCUSSION &
QUESTIONS

HOLY HELL



CLOSING
THOUGHTS

HOLY HELL

We cannot afford half-hazard conversations about damnation

Find the path forward with the least resistance 

Move forward one step at a time: Just as compassion
cannot come at the cost of truth, just so Truth cannot

come at the expense of compassion.



COMING SOON
TO A CLASS

ROOM NEAR YOU

SALVATION IS
HERE:

What really is salvation and
how we describe and discuss
it?

HEAVEN:

Salvation isn't a small thing
or even momentary, it's an
eternal work: So what is it
Christ saves us too?

HELL:

Not all are saved. What do we
know happens to those who
are not?


