
  

 

Go around the room and discuss the question - If you could have a second career, what would it be? 

Jon talked this week about the Hope that Jesus provides us even in our suffering. He built upon the ideas of Jeremiah 29 
to reinforce the notion that if our hope was meant for tough times, it was meant to be shared in tough times. One of the 
ways Jon did this was to help us put ourselves in the shoes of the disciples. 
 

• After coming to believe Jesus was the messiah, and then seeing the arrest of Jesus unfold, what would have 
been going through your mind if you were a disciple and stood watching your hope die with Jesus? 

 
Jon pointed back to Genesis 3 and the idea that God’s aim has never been condemnation, but rather it is restoration. 
  

• Do you sometimes find this hard to believe? Why or why not? 
 
Leaders – Ask one person to read from Psalms and another to read from Matthew. This will be back and forth. 

  
Person 1: Psalm 22:1 and Person 2: Matthew 27:46  
Person 1: Psalm 22:8 and Person 2: Matthew 27:42-43  

 Person 1: Psalm 22:16-18 and Person 2: Matthew 27:35  
 
Summary: When Jesus cries out “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me”, He’s bringing to light the divine purpose 
of this Psalm. It mirrors the suffering and crucifixion of Christ before declaring the outcome of Jesus’ death: redemption.  
 

• Do you think God loves us at our best and just tolerates our worst? Why or why not? 
 
We often fall into the trap that our relationship with God is dependent on our ability not to sin. But in the Gospel, we see 
that our relationship with God, and the hope we have with it, is dependent on the character and action of Christ and the 
promise of salvation made on the cross. It cannot be marred or dissolved by our own sinfulness.  
 

• Have you ever put your hope into something that failed you? Explain. 

• How does God’s promise of redemption sustain you when other things fail? 
 

This week we talked about the promise of redemption/restoration we find in the Cross. We highlighted the fact that in 
Christ and His death we find an unshakable hope that can transcend any circumstance. As a group take time to thank 
God for his unconditional, steadfast love. Be sure to pray for those in your group who have opened up and ask God to 
continue the work of building a hope and a life in us that is founded on the love of Christ. 


