
  

 

Go around the room and share the name of one of your favorite restaurants and your favorite menu item. 

Leaders – Ask someone to read Malachi 4:1-6  
 
Jon talked about the Book of the 12 and the 12 prophets, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, 
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah and Malachi. Each book consists of three parts and the Book of the 12 as a whole also 
consists of the same three parts: a sin charge (hopelessness), a call to repent (change), and a promise of restoration 
(hope).  
 

Jon went on to say that the end goal of repentance is restoration that gives HOPE. In Malachi 4 we see two very different 
outcomes on display referring to the Day of the Lord. One is of perishing people who find desolation and the other is of a 
people rising up and leaping as calves from a stall.  
 

• What do you think the difference is between those who perish and those who will leap? 
 
Leaders – Ask someone to read Malachi 3:6-7.  The prophet proclaimed the act of repentance is what would lead Israel 

from the consequences of sin to the promise of restoration.  
 

• If repentance is required of us to find restoration (hope), what does it mean to repent? 

• What is at stake if someone doesn’t repent? 

• Is there a time when you repented of wrongdoing and found that God restored hope in your life? Explain. 

In the last session we discussed Jeremiah 29:5-9 where the Lord gave a command for His people: Recognize you are a 
chosen people called to a holy life (in their case by being a good citizen of their new world and remaining who they were 
at heart by keeping the Jewish customs/laws). Through their obedience God preserved His people and delivered them 
home. In Malachi 4:4 we get a similar command from God in preparation for His silence (The Silent Era): Remember you 
are a chosen people called to a holy life. We all ask God for direction and guidance and meet silence at times. 
  

• How do you respond in those times of silence? 

• Has there ever been a time when God gave you a specific verse or command to sustain you? 
 
 

This week we sat with the notion that sometimes God is silent. Because of The Silent Era we’re able to see that while 
God can be silent, He never stops working. As a group thank God that He is always at work in our lives for our good. Ask 
Him to give help to those who need to confess, strength to those who need to repent, and humility to those who need 
to forgive that we may find our hope made whole. 
 


