
  

 

 

Go around the room and share one thing you enjoy doing when you have free time. 
 

Leaders – Have someone in the group read Jeremiah 29:11.  
 

• How does the fact that this verse was written about a year before The Exile (the final conquest of Babylon over 
Judea forcing over 90% of the Judean people from their homes) change the way you view it? 

 
Leaders - The verses around Jeremiah 29:11 add a lot of insight. In verses 5-9, the Lord gives instructions to the people in 
exile; have someone in the group read Jeremiah 29:5-9. 
 

• What does God command them to do? 

A command like this, would have been shocking to the Jews who prided themselves on being ‘set apart’ as a holy people. 
This is because they were now living apart (isolated) from EVERYONE they knew and were being commanded to do 
EVERYTHING that was against their collective identity. 
 
Jon also spoke about the books of Esther and Daniel and the unique effect The Exile had on their message. Both Esther 
and Daniel are about the preservation of the Jewish people and their culture within the boundaries of another nation. 
Unlike other books of the Old Testament, Esther and Daniel are EQUALLY concerned with the preservation of the Jewish 
people/culture AND the conversion of the Babylonian people (essentially all other nations). 
 

• Do you think the commands of verses 5-7 helped them with this task? If so, in what way? 
 
Leaders – Have someone in the group read Daniel 6:25-28. When King Darius saw God’s protection over Daniel, he pulled 
him out of the lions den and called not only for the halt of Jewish persecution, but royally decreed everyone worship the 
Lord. 
 

• Can you think of a time in your life when you felt isolated, afraid, or anxious of the unknown and someone else 
was a messenger of hope and truth? 

 

• What has to happen in YOU to be able to give hope and truth in times of isolation, fear, or unfamiliarity? 
 

This week we spent time digging into the idea that God’s message of hope is created for our times of isolation, fear, and 
unfamiliarity. But we also were challenged to recognize that our mission to share the love of Christ with the world is 
often uniquely empowered during these times of hardship and suffering. Take a moment as a group to pray and thank 
God for the ability to walk through these times together. Ask God for the strength to remain faithful in hardship and the 
ability to remember God’s promises for these times. 
 


