
  

 

Leaders: Read the Small Group Mission Statement – To regularly gather together in order to encourage one another 
towards a real, healthy, and growing relationship with Jesus Christ. Ask the group what stands out to them in this 
statement. 
 
Leaders: Take a moment to read/re-iterate the Small Group Values – Safe Place, Fair Share of Air, Group Ownership, 
Conflict Resolution, and Serving Together. Ask the group which of these values resonates the most for them. 
 
Go around the group and share a high and a low from this past week (or if it’s been awhile since you’ve met, this past 
season). Remind everyone to keep their responses concise to give everyone time to share. 
 

Leaders - Read the meaning of the word church - We get the word ‘church’ from the Greek word Ekklesia [ek-la-see-ah], 
which means the gathering of believers. The church is not a building, it the body of faithful Christians. 
 

• This week Jon talked about Christianity as a movement. He commented that when we are hurt by the church  
we sometimes find ourselves doubting God’s promises.  Do you agree? Why or why not? 

 

Leaders - Have someone in the group read Matthew 5:10-12 
 

• In the previous question, we used the word, “when” not “if” to talk about being hurt by the church. Jesus uses 
this same distinction in Matthew 5:10-12, when he talks about being hurt by other people. Do you think this 
passage only applies to persecution from non-believers outside the church? Why or why not? 

 

Leaders – Read the meaning of ‘paradox’ (below) and have someone in the group read 1 Corinthians 13:8 – 13 
 
 
 
 

1 Corinthians 14:1a says: Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts - It charges us to pursue love. This is a 
paradox placing the emphasis on our response to loving the unlovable (or) loving in unloving situations. Our nature is to 
respond in kind -  eye for eye, tooth for tooth.  
 

• Is there a time you have responded in love when someone was being unlovable?  

• What are some ways you pursue hope in the face of suffering or hopelessness? 
 

In the beginning of our series on Hope, we’ve highlighted some dark and difficult ideas and some of us have opened up 
and shared some of these hard moments of our lives. Take a moment to pray as a group for each other, thank God that 
He has delivered us from these times in the past and thank Him for each other. If someone is going through a hard time, 
we want to take seriously the command to pick up each other’s burdens: take time to pray for them and ask God for 
direction and care. 
 
 

Paradox [ par-uh-doks ] - noun 
A statement that seems self-contradictory or absurd but in reality, expresses a possible truth. 

 


