
 Week 7—Marriage 

Icebreaker Questions: 

Share about one of your most memorable first dates with your spouse.   

Discussion Questions: 

Joe talked about the ‘ideal’ versus the ‘real’.  Did you have any expectations of marriage that 

you learned were a bit too idealistic?  Explain.  Why is important to have realistic expecta-

tions in our marriage? 

When did you first learn that your spouse wasn’t perfect?  How did your relationship change/

grow as a result of this?  What are some examples of ways that your strengths and weak-

nesses complement each other in your relationship? 

Read Ephesians 4:32.  Why is this such a critical verse for marriage?  Can you describe an 

example of how you’re spouse has helped you grow in an area that was a shortcoming?  

Joe said that ‘hardness of heart, more than failure, is the true relationship killer.’  Do you 

agree with this? Why or why not? 

Joe mentioned the reality that there is a ‘gap’ that we all experience in marriage.  The gap is 

the difference between what we expected and how our spouse behaved.  Two things influ-

ence how we react to the ‘gaps’: 1. ‘what we see’ and 2. ‘who we are.’  What did Joe mean 

by these two things? Why is it so important for us to ‘believe the best’ rather than ‘assume 

the worst’?  Do you have any other advice on how you’ve handled these ‘gaps’ in your own 

relationship? 

Read 1 Corinthians 13:4-8.  What are some of the phrases or verbs that particularly stand 

out to you in this well-known definition of love? 

Joe mentioned that our marriage makes one of the most powerful statements to the world 

about Christianity.  Why is that? 

How would you feel if your spouse asked you the following set of questions? 

 Guys ask your wife: ‘How are you feeling?’ and ‘What do you need now?’ 

 Ladies ask your husband: ‘How are you doing?’ and ‘Would you like some bacon?’ 

Conclusion: Take a moment to share any other final thoughts and pray for each other 

 

 


